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[1] 

I’ve watched many films of Jesus’ life and death. One of the impressive movies 

was “The Passion of the Christ” directed by Mel Gibson in 2004.  

[Picture #1] 

 

The film was extremely violent and bloody, so I couldn’t bear to look at the 

terrible sight of Jesus carrying a cross. After watching the movie, I was too 

shocked to speak for a while; I realised in distress how Jesus saved my life; I 

was acutely aware of how priceless his sacrifice was once again. 

However, if I must choose the most memorable film of Jesus among those I 

have watched until now, I would select without hesitation “The Last Temptation 

of Christ” directed by Martin Scorsese in 1988.  

[Picture #2] 

 

“The Passion of the Christ” was controversial with its too much violence and 

realism, while the film, “The Last Temptation of Christ,” stirred up big debate 

due to its story. In the movie, while Jesus was crucified on the cross, Satan 

tempted Jesus, disguising himself as a young girl. 

She said to Jesus, “I am your angel sent by God. Your father’s plan has changed. 

God wants you to come down and live on earth as a good example of human 

being.” Jesus trusted what she told him, and came down from the cross. 

After that, he married, had a family, and lived a good life. Time flew, and Jesus 

was dying like others; then the demon visited him again. He sneered at Jesus 

lying on his bed, saying, “Hey, Jesus. You were fooled. You didn’t complete 
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your job. I don’t fear you anymore because you failed to die as a ransom for 

human beings. You are nothing without the cross.” 

At that, Jesus’ stricken face was closed up, and the scene was changed to the time 

when he was hung on the cross. Yes, all the scenes of Jesus’ life after coming 

down from the cross were the evil spirit’s seduction. Jesus wasn’t tempted at all. 

He completed his mission for our salvation overcoming those obstructions. 

Before watching that movie, I had never thought that the devil would entice 

Jesus on the cross. But, given that he began to hinder Jesus from the early stage 

of Jesus’ ministry, it isn’t hard to imagine how fiercely he fought against Jesus 

at the last chance.  

 

[2] 

The fact that Satan tried to seduce even Jesus, the Son of God, reveals clearly 

that all of us are exposed to those temptations. Every human being is likely to 

be deceived by the evil spirit consciously or unconsciously especially when we 

are going to do God’s will. 

The Apostle Paul compared the evil temptation to the spiritual battle. He argued 

that “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the powers of this 

dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 

you may be able to stand your ground.” 

There are a plenty of similar passages talking about the demonic being and his dark 

power. But, it seems hard for many contemporary Christians to accept those 

biblical teachings because they look too unreasonable to believe. This topic is one 

of the most difficult biblical subjects to deal with nowadays. 

For me, however, the concept of spiritual warfare is critical in our faith journey. 

For God has been warning us of the devil’s schemes continually in the Bible. As 

the habit of eating only what we want isn’t good for our physical health, we need 

to bear even those teachings in our mind with balance regardless of our preference. 

On June 25, 1950, North Korea invaded South Korea. No one in South Korea 

expected North Korean’s sudden attack early in the morning on a peaceful 

Sunday. The South Korean Army was unprepared for the war, so Seoul, the 
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capital city, collapsed in only three days. The whole region except Busan, the 

second biggest city in the southern part, was occupied by the North Korean 

army in a month. 

Before the Korean War, there were small battles between two countries for 

some years. So the South Korean military should have prepared them and put on 

high alert. But, they didn’t do that; they were so naïve. On top of that, there 

were some reports and warnings of North Korea’s secret war preparation. But, 

the South Korean leaders didn’t take them seriously. 

The result was terrible. More than 2 million of Koreans were dead or missed, and 

most of the casualties occurred in the early stage of the war in which most South 

Koreans didn’t know what would happen. This shows how fatal unguarded life is. 

The absence of mind leads to the state of defenceless. In this regard, we need to be 

mindful of the constant temptations of the devil.          

 

[3] 

Todays’ Bible readings are representative Scriptures mentioning the devil’s 

schemes. Genesis 3:1-7 shows us very well what his strategy is. According to 

verse 4, he said to Eve, “You will not certainly die although you eat the fruit. 

God knows that when you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Eve and Adam ate it, trusting what Satan said. What happened to them then? 

Verse 7 says, “At the moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt 

shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover 

themselves.” This passage is imperative to understanding the evil strategies.  

At that time, Satan mentioned two things, “Your eyes will be opened,” and 

“You will be like God.” Among these, one thing was true, and the other thing 

wasn’t right. Yes, their eyes were opened, but they couldn’t be like God. The 

wicked whisper is based on half-truth; he always lies like the truth. 

What’s surprising is that the devil uses even God’s word to tempt us. Look at 

today’s Gospel reading. When Satan tempted Jesus, he cited Scriptures tactfully. 

In Matthew 4:5 he took Jesus to the highest point of the temple and said, “If you 

are the Son of God, jump off. For the Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to 
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protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt 

your foot on a stone.’” 

The passage he cited is Psalm 91:11-12. Regardless of its true meaning, he 

utilises Scriptures to confuse and make people fall. Furthermore, the devil tries 

to manipulate us or close people around us as a way of his schemes. For 

example, Peter was dismayed when Jesus predicted his suffering and death. 

According to Mark 8:32, Peter took Jesus aside and began to reprimand him for 

saying such things. Then, Jesus said to Peter, “Get away from me, Satan! You 

see things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.”   

 

[4] 

Likewise, all strategies of the devil are smart and skilful. If we aren’t prepared 

for it, we can be easily tricked or manipulated without realising. So, Paul argued, 

“Don’t give the devil a foothold.” 

The Apostle Peter, who was tricked unconsciously as mentioned, described 

Satan as a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. He taught based on his 

experience: “Be alert and of sober mind. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, 

because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is 

undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” 

What’s remarkable in today’s Gospel reading is Jesus’ attitude to the wiles of 

the devil. Reading Matthew 4:1, “Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 

to be tempted.” Look, here, we should focus on the fact that he went into the 

desert to be tempted for himself. Why? 

Jesus knew well about the demonic schemes but didn’t fear or avoid them. 

Rather, he faced and fought against the evil temptation in cooperation with the 

Holy Spirit. Then the devil went away. By doing that, Jesus provided us with an 

example of how to deal with the nasty attacks. 

 

[5]          

Sisters and brothers, 
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Yes, we don’t need scare Satan. We are a people of God, so he cannot hurt us. 

Rather, we have only to understand clearly how he works, be prepared for his 

sudden attacks in Spirit and truth, and resist him. Then, as Martin Luther said, 

Jesus will fight instead of us; he will win the battle for us all the time. This is 

our spiritual battle. Amen. 


